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Services for Young  
Children With Hearing Impairments
Early intervention for the child with a hearing impairment is grounded in the same 
basic concepts as early intervention and early childhood special education programs 
for youngsters with other disabilities. Screening programs designed to detect hearing 
loss in school-age populations have existed for years. However, for children born with a 
hearing impairment, identification and early intervention is absolutely critical. There is 
an obvious relationship between expressive and receptive communication skills and the 
hearing mechanism that facilitates such skills, which begin long before a child’s first 
words are ever spoken. Because more children are being identified as hearing impaired 
at an earlier age, the emphasis of many early intervention programs has changed in 
order to meet the needs of younger children with hearing impairments, many of whom 
will receive cochlear implants.

Failure to identify infants with a hearing impairment has a significant negative 
effect on the development of speech and language, educational achievement, and social 
and emotional development. Early intervention, however, can minimize, and in some 
instances even eliminate, these adverse consequences. It is recommended that all new­
borns be screened for hearing loss, preferably prior to hospital discharge (National 
Center for Hearing Assessment and Management, 2016a). Every state and territory in 
the United States now offers early hearing and detection programs. One of the goals of 
this program is to detect a hearing loss as soon as possible and to provide early inter­
vention services and supports to the child and his or her family (National Center for 
Hearing Assessment and Management, 2016b).

  TABLE 12.5  Communication Approaches Used With Students With Hearing Impairments

Basic Position Objective Method of Communication

Bilingual-Bicultural 
(Bi-Bi)

Considers American Sign Language (ASL) 
to be the natural language of the Deaf 
culture and urges recognition of ASL as 
the primary language choice with English 
considered a second language

To provide a foundation 
in the use of ASL with its 
unique vocabulary and syntax 
rules; English as a second 
language (ESL) instruction 
provided for English 
vocabulary and syntax rules

ASL 

Total Communication 
(TC)

Supports the belief that simultaneous use 
of multiple communication techniques 
enhances an individual’s ability to 
communicate, comprehend, and learn

To provide a multifaceted 
approach to communication 
to facilitate whichever 
method(s) work(s) best for 
each individual

Combination of sign 
language (accepts the use 
of any of the sign language 
systems), fingerspelling, and 
speechreading

Auditory-Oral Supports the belief that children with 
hearing impairments can develop listening/
receptive language and oral language 
expression (English) skills; emphasizes use 
of residual hearing (the level of hearing an 
individual possesses), amplification (hearing 
aids, auditory training, etc.), and speech/
language training

To facilitate the 
development of spoken 
(oral) English

Spoken (oral) English

Video
Parents’ Experiences




